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Darin Atwater has no intention 
of reinventing the musical wheel. 
But in true explorative style, the 
founder and creative director of 
Soulful Symphony maintains that 
“it is not uncommon for an artist 
to take a classical piece and trans-
pose it into a jazz idiom, or what’s 
called ‘raggin’ up the classics.’ ”  

Case in point — “Soulful Sym-
phony: Fresh Winds.” 

This critically acclaimed Af-
rican-American ensemble will 
present a program that features 
Edvard Grieg’s “Peer Gynt Suite 
No. 1,” coupled with 
Duke Ellington’s 
jazz arrange-
ment of the 
same work. 
Also included 
in the evening’s 
repertoire is 
David Baker’s 
“Jazz Suite for 
Clarinet and Or-
chestra,” with 

clarinetist Nicholas Lewis, and the 
premiere of Atwater’s arrange-
ment of Ravel’s “Pavane pour une 
Infante defunte.”

“I have the most respect for the 
[Pavane],” said Atwater, himself an 
accomplished pianist who will con-
duct the 75-piece ensemble from 
the keyboard. “I will just be filter-
ing [this] very melodic piece into 
a different language.”

The different language is that 
of the big-band orchestra with 
the use of a full saxophone com-
plement, drums and a vibraphone. 
Having just completed his “Pa-
vane” a month ago, it is Atwater’s 
intention to bring to its premier 
the African-American experience 

that will enable the 
classic piece to 

live on in anoth-
er medium.

And he is 
hardly alone in 

this august 
pursuit, as 

Duke El-
l ington 
himself 
was a 
m a s -
t e r 

of blending classical and jazz id-
ioms. 

In pairing Ellington’s version of 
the “Peer Gynt Suite” alongside 
Grieg’s masterpiece, Atwater’s de-
sire lies in giving a whole new audi-
ence the opportunity to hear both 
arrangements and learn how they 
were brought about.

In the same spirit, Nicholas 
Lewis, on clarinet, approaches 
the “Three Ethnic Dances” of Da-
vid Baker’s “Jazz Suite” with the 
vitality of a bear going after his 
supper.

“This piece is wonderful,” Lewis 
said. “It gives the performer a lot 
of latitude for expression, a chance 
to go off script [and] to improvise 
within the spirit of the times, as 
Mozart did.”

A soulful symphonyNIGHT OUT
Wednesday, February 20, 2008

STANDING ROOM ONLY
«  Horror-rock band The Indepen-
dents performs at Fletcher’s with So 
Damn Thirsty, The Attack and Ram-
rod. Info: 7 p.m.; Fletcher’s, 701 S. 
Bond St., Baltimore; $10; 410-558-
1889.

For breaking entertainment news, visit

25examiner.com

If you go
“Soulful Symphony: Fresh 
Winds”

»  Venue: The Music Center, 
5301 Tuckerman Lane, North 
Bethesda

»  When: 8:00 p.m. Thursday
»  Venue: Joseph Meyerhoff 

Symphony Hall, 1212 Cathe-
dral St., Baltimore

»  When:  8 p.m. Friday 
» Tickets: $15 to $55
»  More Info: 410-783-8000, 

bsomusic.org

Darin Atwater 
is the artistic 
director of a 
Soulful Sym-
phony. — Cour-
tesy photo 

By Dan Collins
Examiner Correspondent

Water is a running theme in di-
rector Ian Belknap’s interpreta-
tion of “The Comedy of Errors,” 
the fifth teen performance pro-
gram at the Baltimore Shake-
speare Festival.

“I, to the world, am like a drop 
of water,” words Antipholus will 
lament in Act One, reverberate 
throughout the theater even before 
the curtain rises. Stage lights flash 
for lightning, a thunder soundtrack 
roars, and the rains come to Ephe-
sus, carrying with them Aegeon 
(Nick Parlato), a man charged with 
the capital crime of being born of 
Syracuse.

It’s a storm not unlike the one 
years earlier that tore Aegeon from 
his wife, Aemeila (Quilla Otto-Ja-
cobs), landing her and her son, An-
tipholus, and his servant, Dromio, 
in Ephesus. Aegeon with his other 
son, a twin, also named Antipho-
lus — and his servant, a twin, also 
named Dromio,  return to Syra-
cuse. The two sets of separated 
twins would lose memory of each 
other, setting the stage for a com-
edy of errors.

Soon, two sets of Antipholuses 
and Dromios are running loose on 
Ephesus, the former in white sail-
or caps and red flotation vests, the 
latter in blue swimmer skull caps 
and striped shirts, each unaware 
of the other and causing confusion 
with everyone they encounter. 

Adrianna (Angelina Novak) 
can’t understand why her hus-
band doesn’t seem to know he’s 
married to her. Antipholus of Syr-

acuse (Noah Schechter) is sure 
Ephesus is an island of witches. 
And the Dromios are literally be-
side themselves, clueless why their 
masters are lashing them. 

It’s all a bit madcap with girls 
as guys — Julia Klavans is Antio-
pholus of Ephesus; the “brothers” 
Dromio are more like sisters, Sar-
ah Arroyo and Rebecca Etzine. A 
guy as girls — Nick DiGregorio, 
his black hair sticking out beneath 
his blond wig, plays the “spheri-
cal” kitchen wench, Nell. Umbrel-
las substitute for swords and ev-
eryone’s dressed like the Morton’s 
Fisherman. 

The 16-member cast, repre-
senting 10 high schools, do a won-
derful job of delivering their lines 
with comic timing and vaudevillian 
stumbles, falls, winks and nods. 

Like a drop of water in the sea, 
Antipholus mourns that he will 
“lose myself,” but of course, he 
finds himself — literally — in his 
twin, as do the brothers Dromio. 
By play’s end, all are gathered, con-
fusion lifts, Aegeon is reunited with 
his family and freed from the hang-
man’s noose.

Free-flowing comedy
“The Comedy of Errors” is showing in Hampden this weekend. – Courtesy photo

If you go
“The Comedy of Errors”

»  Venue: Baltimore Shake-
speare Festival, 3900 Roland 
Ave., St. Mary’s Outreach Cen-
ter in Hampden

»  When: 8 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday, 5 p.m. Sunday

» Tickets: $10 to $15. 
»  Info.: 410-366-8596; balti-

moreshakespeare.org
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Dip into 

something 

different.®

TOWSON

COLUMBIA

ANNAPOLIS

(410) MELTING POT

Over 100 locations nationwide

www.meltingpot.com

Dine In Only. Not Valid With Coupons.
Prices & Specials Are Subject To Change. 

• Monday •
ALL- YOU- CAN- EAT WINGS $949

• Tuesday •
PETIT FILET MIGNON $1000

FULL RACK $1299

1/ 2 RACK  & 1/ 2 LB SHRIMP $1299

1 LB JUMBO SHRIMP $899

• Wednesday •
CRAB CAKE $1000

• Thursday •
SEAFOOD SAMPLER $1000

FRIED SHRIMP PLATTER $699

• Sunday •
 PORK  CHOPS $1000

OSSO BUCCO $1000
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YOU฀ MUST฀ PURCHASE฀ A฀ BEVERAGE฀ AND฀ BE฀ OVER฀ ��฀ TO฀ ENJOY฀
HAPPY฀HOUR฀SPECIALS�

WEEKLY SPECIALS HAVE CHANGED
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